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Building  a  Solid  Foundation 

As  the  new  year  begins,  many  individuals  and 
organizations  are  mai<ing  resolutions.    Just  like  promises 
to  quit  smoking,  exercise  more  regularly  or  cut  back  on 
family  spending,  DPHHS  has  its  own  resolutions  for 
1998.    Although  it's  not  part  of  the  budget  planning 
process,  the  department  has  one  particular  intention:    to 
explore  the  world  of  endowed  philanthropy  and  consider 
the  establishment  of  a  foundation. 

As  federal  and  state  funding  sources  become  increasingly 
limited,  a  foundation  could  have  very  significant  financial 
implications  down  the  road.    Nancy  Ellery,  administrator  of 
the  DPHHS  Health  Policy  and  Services  Division, 
commented,  "We  need  to  have  public  awareness  of  the 
need  for  additional  funding,  and  we  also  need  to  create  a 
mechanism  for  giving."    Unfortunately,  too  few  people  are 
aware  of  such  funding  opportunities  or  understand  what 
the  terms  "endowment,"  "endowed  philanthropy"  and 
"foundation"  mean. 

An  endowment  or  foundation  is  a  permanent  fund  held 
by  an  organization  where  the  principal  of  the  fund 
cannot  be  spent.    Only  the  interest  and  appreciation 
earned  in  such  a  fund  can  be  used.    In  this  way, 
endowments  provide  perpetual  funding  streams  for 
charitable  purposes.    Foundations  assist  individuals, 
communities  and  organizations  in  many  areas,  including 
education,  arts  and  culture,  social  services,  economic 
development  and  health  care,  and  are  most  successful 
because  they  aggregate  money.    Various  types  of 
foundations  exist,  including  those  held  privately,  by  a 
community  or  by  a  company  or  other  organization. 

Foundations  could  play  a  pivotal  role  as  the  needs  of 
Montanans  and  their  communities  increase,  while  the 
resources  to  fill  these  needs  are  diminishing.    Despite  its 
size  and  land  wealth,  Montana  has  historically  been 
ranked  very  low  in  terms  of  philanthropic  giving.    In 
response  to  this  apparent  need.  Governor  Marc  Racicot 
appointed  the  Governor's  Task  Force  on  Endowed 
Philanthropy  in  1994  to  investigate  and  recommend  ways 
to  encourage  endowed  philanthropy  in  order  to  serve  the 
future  needs  of  Montanans. 

This  task  force  was  instrumental  in  proposing  a  bill  that 
was  passed  during  the  1997  legislative  session  which 
provides  a  tax  incentive  for  qualifying  contributions  to 
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CALENDAR 
OF  EVENTS 


Happy  New  Yearl 
National  Birth  Defects  Prevention  Month 

January  7 

Brown  Bag  Lunch  Presentation 
"Needs  Assessment  for 
Substance  Use  Disorders' 
Presenter:  Marcia  Armstrong 
Cogswell  BIdg/Room  C-307  —  Helena 
12:00  pm-  1:00  pm 
Contact:  Dr.  Spence  —  (406)  444-1286 

January  8 

9:00  am-  10:00am 
January  15  &  January  23 

10:00  am  -  11:00  am 
Interagency  Coordinating  Council 

orientation  sessions 
Historical  Society  /3rd  Floor  Conference 

Room  —  Helena 

Contact:  Judy  Garrity  —  (406)  444-5986 
(These  meetings  will  be  overviews  of  what 
the  ICC  does) 

January  13 

Management  Planning  Meeting 
Cogswell  BIdg/  Room  C-209  —  Helena 
9:00  am -4:00  pm 
Contact:  Gary  Curtis  —  (406)  444-9530 

*    January  15 

"Lunch  with  the  Director" 

Child  Support  Enforcement  Division  Office 

3075  North  Montana  Avenue  —  Helena 

12:00  pm- 1:00  pm 

Contact:  Donna  Hansen  —  (406)  444-9772 

January  21 

Brown  Bag  Lunch  Presentation 

"Evaluation  of  Community  Arsenic  Toxicity" 

Presenter:  Fred  Ramsey 

Cogswell  BIdg/Room  C-307  —  Helena 

12:00  pm  -  1:00  pm 

Contact:  Dr.  Spence  —  (406)  444-1286 

January  26 

Long-Term  Care  Town  Forum 

Topic:  Mental  health  issues 

Airs  on  MT  public  television 

7:00  pm  -  8:00  pm 

Contact:  Debbie  Horton  —  (406)  444-7784 


A  Message  From  the  Director 


Happy  Mew  Year 

I  hope  you  all  had  an 
enjoyable  holiday  season!    I'd 
like  to  commend  all  of  you 
who  donated  to  charities  in 
your  communities  at 
Christmas,  and  wish  you  and 
your  families  a  healthy  and 
happy  1998. 


Laurie  Ekanger 
DPHHS  Director 


Subcommittee  on  Welfare 
and  Child  Support  Enforcement  Programs 

The  Legislature  has  appointed  a  subcommittee 
on  Welfare  and  Child  Support  Enforcement  to 
study  alternatives  to  our  federally  funded 
welfare  system  in  order  to  make  sure  these 
alternatives  are  clear  for  the  next  legislature. 
The  subcommittee  members  are:      Senators 
Don  Hargrove  (R-Belgrade),  J.D.  Lynch  (D-Butte), 
Chuck  Swysgood  (R-Dillon),  Mignon  Waterman 
(D-Helena)  and  Representatives  Duane  Grimes 
(R-Clancy),  Peggy  Arnott  (R-Billings),  Beverly 
Barnhart  (D-Bozeman)  and  Diane  Sands  (D- 
Missoula). 

As  you  probably  remember,  the  child  support 
enforcement  law  changes  in  Senate  Bill  374 
were  mandated  by  federal  welfare  reform  and 
were  very  controversial  in  the  last  Legislative 
Session.    Although  ultimately  enacted,  the 
controversial  provisions  terminate  July  1,  1999 
and  will  have  to  be  voted  on  again  by  the 
1999  Legislature.    If  not  enacted,  Montana 
risks  losing  federal  funding  for  welfare. 

During  its  first  meeting  on  December  9,  Mary 
Ann  Wellbank,  administrator  of  our  Child 
Support  Enforcement  Division,  updated 
subcommittee  members  on  the  implementation 
of  the  provisions  of  Senate  Bill  374.    The 
subcommittee  elected  Senator  Swysgood  as 
chair  and  Representative  Barnhardt  as  vice  chair 
and  adopted  a  study  plan  for  the  interim.    After 
discussing  related  issues,  limited  resources  and 
short  time  frames,  the  members  agreed  the 
committee  must  remain  focused  on  its  primary 
mission:  "To  prepare  proposals  for  implementing 
a  state  public  assistance  program  and  for 
maintaining  and  increasing  the  effectiveness  of 
the  state  child  support  enforcement  system  in 
the  absence  of  federal  funding." 


The  committee  acknowledged  the 
importance  of  local  government  input  into 
any  redesign  of  the  current  system.    The 
next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  January  27  at 
8:00  a.m.  in  Room   104  at  the  Capitol. 
Legislative  staff  will  report  on  research 
regarding  public  policy  and  the  extent  of  the 
state's  legal  obligation  to  provide  public 
assistance;  minimal  federal  requirements  to 
qualify  for  federal  funding  of  the  public 
assistance/child  support  programs;  and  state 
participation  in  food  stamp  and  Medicaid 
programs. 

We'll  keep  you  posted  as  we  learn  more 
about  the  subcommittee. 


Federal  Commendation  Received 

We  recently  received  a  letter  of 
commendation  from  the  federal  Rehabilitation 
Services  Administration  regarding  the 
accuracy  of  our  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
Program's  annual  report  data.  The  federal 
administration  cited  the  superior  quality  of 
the  program's  work  in  maintaining  and 
submitting  data. 

Over  200,000  pieces  of  information  are 
reported  in  the  annual  report.    Montana  was 
one  of  only  a  few  states  which  received  this 
commendation.    This  is  particularly 
noteworthy,  because  we  just  completed  our 
conversion  to  a  different  data  system. 

Our  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Program  works 
with  people  with  disabilities  from  its  ten 
offices  across  Montana.  Rehabilitation 
counselors  meet  with  clients  and  develop 
individual  plans  to  help  get  clients  to  work. 
Services  include  counseling,  vocational 
evaluation,  training,  job  placement  and  other 
services  needed  to  get  a  person  to  work. 
The  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Program  helped 
approximately  850  people  enter  employment 
last  year. 

We  are  very  pleased  with  this  commendation. 
With  so  much  data  to  report  and  a  new 
computer  system,  our  staff  put  in  many  hours 
to  ensure  everything  was  accurate. 
Congratulations! 


(.        Solid  Foundation 
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certain  funds  and  foundations.    Since  the 
session,  the  task  force  has  focused  its  efforts 
on  educating  people  about  how  the  tax  credit 
will  work. 

Other  public  agencies,  including  Montana 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  (FWP),  have 
successfully  employed  the  idea  of  endowed 
giving.    For  example,  the  Mikal  Kellner 
Foundation  for  Animals  is  a  nonprofit 
foundation  dedicated  to  addressing  the  critical 
needs  of  animals,  both  domestic  and  wild. 
Currently,  this  foundation,  in  partnership  with 
FWP  and  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  is  raising 
funds  for  the  new  Montana  Wildlife 
Rehabilitation  and  Education  Center  to  be 
located  near  Spring  Meadow  Lake  State  Park 
in  Helena.    As  for  a  DPHHS  endowment. 
Director  Laurie  Ekanger  believes  such  a 
foundation  "could  be  used  to  address  the 
critical  needs  of  children,  people  with 
disabilities,  and  the  elderly." 

DPHHS  State  and  Local  Relations  Coordinator 
Gary  Curtis  is  forming  an  interdivisional 
steering  committee  as  the  agency  considers 
establishing  its  own  endowment.    Smaller 
foundations,  including  the  Children's  Trust 
Fund,  already  exist  with  affiliations  to  the 
department,  but  to  date,  have  acted  fairly 
autonomously.    Gary  explained,  "We  really  are 
in  the  basic  stages.    The  group  will  need  to 
examine  how  such  a  foundation  would  be 
established,  whether  it  would  be  comprised 
of  one  very  large  foundation  or  made  up  of 
several  smaller  funds.    We  will  also  need  to 
establish  the  guiding  principles  that  will  be 
used  for  collecting  and  distributing  the  funds." 
After  preliminary  work,  the  group  plans  to 
make  a  proposal  to  the  DPHHS  Advisory 
Council  for  its  approval.    Gary  hopes  the 
structure  for  such  a  foundation  will  be 
established  this  spring. 

For  more  information  or  to  participate  in  the 
discussions  of  the  steering  committee,  call 
Gary  Curtis  at  (406)  444-9530,  or  e-mail  him 
at  gcurtis@mt.gov. 


Day  Care  Licensing  Moves  to 
Different  Division 

Since  the  creation  of  DPHHS,  the  department 
has  been  focusing  on  improving  quality  controls 
within  its  programs.    Day  care  licensing  has 
been  one  of  the  first  programs  to  change 
divisions  in  order  to  accomplish  this  goal.  The 
day  care  licensing  program  had  been  part  of 
the  Child  and  Family  Services  Division,  but  on 
November  15,  1997,  it  officially  became  part  of 
the  Quality  Assurance  Division. 

A  committee  comprised  of  DPHHS  staff,  child 
care  resource  and  referral  personnel,  and 
child  care  providers  met  over  a  four-month 
period  to  plan  for  this  transfer.    The  final 
transition  plan  was  designed  to  minimize 
disruption  to  providers,  the  public  and 
affected  agency  employees  while  maintaining 
a  viable  child  care  licensing  program.    This 
move  results  in  slight  changes,  but  should  not 
affect  how  services  are  delivered  to  day  care 
providers  or  the  public. 

Ten  family  resource  specialists,  a  program 
officer,  and  a  licensing  technician  have 
transferred  into  the  Quality  Assurance 
Division.  These  staff  remain  in  their  current 
physical  locations.  However,  Program  Officer 
Becky  Fleming-Siebenaler  supervises  all  field 
staff  out  of  Helena.    The  program  is  housed 
in  the  division's  Licensure  Bureau,  which  is 
managed  by  Roy  Kemp. 

All  facility  licenses  are  now^  approved  in  Helena, 
rather  than  regionally,  as  in  the  past.    This 
centralized  system  allows  licenses  and 
certificates  to  be  approved  out  of  one  location, 
thus  contributing  to  faster  turn-around  time. 

A  move  from  a  "regional  service  delivery 
concept"  to  a  "service  area  concept"  has 
been  implemented.    With  the  change  to 
"service  areas",  complete  statewide  coverage 
will  be  achieved  through  worker  backup  and 
overlapping  service  areas.    This  move  is 
particularly  important,  since  the  program  now 
operates  with   12  full  time  equivalent 
employees  (FTE)  instead  of  17. 

The  program's  operations  and  policies  have 
remained  the  same.  Providers  should  contact 
their  local  family  resource  specialist  for 
information  about  their  facility  licenses. 

For  more  information,  contact  Roy  Kemp  at 
(406)  444-2868  or  Becky  Fleming-Siebenaler 
at  (406)  444-7770. 


INTRODUCTIONS 


Todd  Damrow,  State  Epidemiologist 
DPHHS  Health  Policy  and  Services  Division 


Mailing  Address: 


1400  Broadway,  Room  C-305, 
Helena,  MT  59620 


Photo    Jane  Smilie 


Telephone: 

Fax: 

E-mail: 


(406)  444-3986 
(406)  444-2920 
tdamrow@mt  .gov 


Todd  Damrow  assumed  the  duties  of  Montana  state  epidemiologist  in  February  1991,  with  the 
former  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.     He  is  responsible  for  communicable 
disease  surveillance,  outbreak  investigation  and  disease  control  activities  of  the  state.      Todd  had 
the  honor  of  being  featured  on    "48  Hours",  a  national  television  news  program,  for  his  work  on 
e-coii  outbreak  investigation  last  year. 

Todd  received  master's  and  doctorate  degrees  in  microbiology  from  the  University  of  Montana  and 
earned  a  master's  of  public  health  degree  from  the  University  of  Washington.     He  moved  to 
Montana  from  Seattle,  where  he  previously  worked  for  the  Washington  Department  of  Health  as  a 
research  microbiologist  and  communicable  disease  epidemiologist. 

In  addition  to  his  primary  job  duties,  Todd  also  serves  as  supervisor  of  the  Health  Policy  and 
Services  Division's  Communicable  Disease  and  Epidemiology  Section.    He  was  also  appointed  as 
DPHHS  liaison  with  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  to  deal  with  environmental  health  issues. 

"It's  a  fun  and  challenging  position  -  each  day  is  different.    One  never  knows  what's  in  store  for 
the  day  ahead,"  Todd  said. 


Helena-based  DPHHS  employees  worked  to  make  the 
holidays  a  little  brighter  for  needy  neighbors  by  holding  a  bake 
sale  and  raffle  to  benefit  the  Friendship  Center,  a  local 
women's  shelter      The  bake  sale  was  held  December  3 
simultaneously  in  the  Cogswell  Building,  Sanders  Street 
Building,  and  at  DPHHS  offices  in  Northgate  Plaza.  Betty 
Lattin  of  Health  Policy  and  Services  Division,  Fran  O'Hara  of 
Quality  Assurance  Division,  and  Stacy  Roope  of  Health  Policy 
and  Services  Division  (L  -  R)  are  pictured  above  getting  items 
ready  in  the  Cogswell  Building. 

A  total  of  $1, 750  was  raised,  which  was  more  than  double  the 
amount  raised  for  the  center  last  Christmas.  Local  employees 
also  organized  a  food  drive,  which  netted  15  bags  of  food,  to 
benefit  the  shelter  Power  Chevrolet  and  a  DPHHS  employee 
who  wished  to  remain  anonymous  also  made  generous  cash 
contributions  to  the  Friendship  Center 

Helena-area  businesses  who  contributed  items  for  the  raffle 
included:  A  Woman's  Touch  -  Five  hours  of  house  cleaning; 
The  River  Grille  -  $40  certificate:  Rocky  Mountain  School  of 
Horsemanship  -  two  riding  lesson  certificates;  Montana  Marketing  -  sweatshirt;  Lemm  Wine  &  Spirits  -  stuffed  animals,  towels, 
suspenders,  glasses,  baseball  caps  and  a  volleyball;  Hair  Cuts  Plus/Cynthia  Lemson  -  hair  cut  and  style,  hair  care  products;  Planet 
Gyros  -  two  gift  certificates;  CommNet  Cellular/Katie  Ogle  -  cell  phone  with  three  months  of  service  and  no  activation  fee. 

A  special  thank  you  to  all  employees  who  served  on  the  Bake  Sale  Committee  and  also  those  who  donated  their  time  to  create  items  for 
the  bake  sale  and  silent  auction. 

Complete  details  of  field  DPHHS  holiday  activities  were  not  available  at  press  time,  so  we  'II  have  more  to  report  in  our  next  newsletter. 
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Workers'  Comp  Liability  on  the 
Decrease 

The  DPHHS  Human  Resources  Office  reports 
workers'  compensation  liability  in  fiscal  years 
96  and  97  steadily  decreased      The  trend 
may  be  continuing  and  liability  could  drop 
even  further  in  FY  98.     In  FY  96,  749  claims 
with  a  total  liability  of  $704,139  were 
submitted;  FY  97  hod  642  claims  with  a  total 
liability  of  $504,983      The  first  quarter  of     FY 
98  showed  only  166  claims  with  a  total 
liability  of  $31,992.  This  reflects  a  decrease 
which  the  safety  program  hopes  to  continue 
throughout  the  fiscal  year. 

The  decline  in  liability  and  accident  rates 
demonstrates  the  DPHHS  safety  program  is 
working.     Employees  are  keeping  safety  in 
mind,  which  reduces  the  departments  risk  as 
well  as  the  risk  of  individual  injury.  When  the 
agency's  survey  results  were  reviewed  last 
October,  it  revealed  employees  value  a 
comfortable,  clean  physical  environment  and 
a  safe  working  environment 

'We  are  happy  to  see  that  our  employees 
value  a  safe  environment.  Without  their  hard 
work  and  recognition  of  safety,  we  wouldn't 
have  a  successful  program,"  said  Kathy 
Battrick,  safety  coordinator. 

While  numbers  for  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  look  encouraging,  Kathy  cautioned  we 
are  entering  the  "slip  and  fall"  season. 
"Despite  El  Nino,  snow  and  ice  will  arrive,  so 
be  very  careful  driving  and  walking.    Wear 
shoes  with  slip  resistant  soles,  take  smaller 
steps  for  better  balance  and  avoid  shortcuts 
across  grass  or  over  snow  banks,"  she 
added. 

If  you  have  questions  about  the  safety 
program  or  if  you'd  like  to  start  a  local  safety 
committee,  contact  Kathy  Battrick  or  Rob 
Virts  at  (406)  444-3136. 
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Moving  Across  Montana 
to  Get  In  Shape 

For  many  people,  their  New  Year's  resolutions 
include  getting  in  shape.  To  help  DPHHS 
Health  Policy  and  Services  Division  employees 
become  more  active.  State  Medical  Officer  Dr. 
Michael  Spence,  along  with  Jane  Smilie, 
supervisor  of  the  division's  Chronic  Disease 
and  Health  Promotion  Section,  and  Annette 
Peterson,  nutrition  program  officer,  have 
developed  a  competitive  physical  activity 
program  entitled    "Move  Across  Montana". 

This  program  consists  of  teams  of  five 
individuals  competing  to  "move"  from  Libby  to 
Alzada  (773  miles)  with  physical  activity. 
Different  types  of  physical  activity  are 
converted  to  "miles",  with  one  mile  awarciv-d 
for  every  15  minutes  of  continuous  activity. 
Starting  last  month,  team  captains  make 
weekly  reports  of  total  team  mileage,  which  is 
tracked  on  a  map. 

The  contest  will  continue  until  the  teams 
reach  the  endpoint  of  Alzada.    Teams  who 
finish  first,  second  and  third  will  receive  cash 
prizes.    All  participants  have  received  a   "Move 
Across  Montana"  \N?i\Qx  bottle.  In  the  future, 
Dr.  Spence  envisions  expanding  participation 
in  the  program  department-wide,  and  possibly 
having  an  mter-divisional  competition. 

Annette  said,  "We  are  trying  to  encourage 
people  to  become  more  active  in  their 
everyday  lives.  People  don't  have  to  join  a 
health  club  or  take  up  jogging  to  receive  the 
health  benefits  of  physical  activity.    Walking 
the  dog,  doing  housework  and  taking  the 
stairs  instead  of  the  elevator  all  count.    Each 
person  should  find  something  that's  enjoyable 
and  fits  into  his  or  her  own  lifestyle." 

Dr.  Spence  advises  people  with  New  Year's 
resolutions  of  increasing  physical  activity  to 
be  realistic.    "Start  slow,  rest  frequently  and 
stick  with  it.     Burning  out  by  trying  to  do  too 
much  too  early  is  the  major  reason  why 
physical  activity  programs  fail.  Even  moderate 
physical  activity  on  a  regular  basis  can 
improve  your  health  and  well-being." 

For  more  information,  contact  Annette 
Peterson  at  (406)  444-2672. 


Charitable  Giving  Campaign 
Tops  Goal 

Organizers  of  the  1997  Statewide  State  Employees 
Combined  Giving  Campaign  (SECGC)  report  the 
campaign  topped  its  goal  of  $155,000  by  gathering 
a  total  of  nearly  $164,000  in  contributions.    This 
compares  to  contributions  totaling  approximately 
$145,000  in  1996. 

The  number  of  donors  to  the  1997  campaign 
remained  nearly  the  same  -  1,969  compared  to 
1,968  in   1996.    The  average  gift  increased  in 
1997,  which  was  $83  versus  $74  in   1996. 

According  to  Marcia  Armstrong,  a  campaign 
steering  committee  member  from  the  DPHHS 
Addictive  and  Mental  Disorders  Division,   The 
department  had  more  people  who  donated  this 
time.    A  total  of  285  employees  (about  9%) 
contributed  a  total  of  $24,333.    In   1996,  222 
employees  contributed  $18,957.    The    average  gift 
for  both  years  was  about  $85,  which  was  more 
than  the  average  campaign  contribution." 

Weekly  drawings  were  held  for  prizes  such  as 
coffee  mugs,  art  work,  t-shirts  and  grocery  store/ 
gas  station  gift  certificates.    An  average  of  25 
prizes  were  distributed  weekly.    The  grand  prize 
was  five  nights  for  two  in  Waikiki.    The  three  first 
prizes  were:    two  nights  at  a  Seattle  bed  and 
breakfast,  dinner  at  the  Space  Needle,  and  tickets 
to  a  Seattle  Mariners  baseball  game;  a  weekend 
for  two  in  Spokane,  including  dinner  and  tickets 
to  the  Broadway  production   "State  Fair";  and  a  ski 
weekend  to  Big  Mountain  in  Whitefish.    The 
second  place  prizes  were  two  ski  passes  to  Big 
Sky  and  $100  and  $50  gift  certificates  to  Pier  1 
Imports.    These  prizes  were  drawn  on  December 
17  in  the  Capitol  rotunda;  the  winners  were  from 
other  state  agenices. 

The  winners  in  weekly  drawings  from  DPHHS 
were:  Karen  Bullard,  Sharon  Hubacka,  Dolores 
Samson,  Nicole  Smith,  Jill  Nelson,  Patrick  Ryan, 
Lisa  Brittingram,  Charles  Pribyl,  Paula  Dewit,  Sam 
Larango,  Shirley  Ritterpusch,  Donna  Morris,  Jane 
Bernard  and  Carol  Patterson. 

The  department's  1997  campaign  coordinators  were 
Hank  Hudson  and  Renie  Hanson  of  the  Child  and 
Family  Services  Division.    The  agency's  coordinators 
were:  Laurie  Magill,  Human  Resources  Office;  Angle 
Blixt,  Operations  and  Technology  Division;  Bert 
Freeman,  Quality  Assurance  Division;  Sandy  Matule, 
Child  Support  Enforcement  Division;  Ken  Taylor, 
Addictive  and  Mental  Disorders  Division;  Judy 
Walker,  Disability  Services  Division;  Maxine  Sharette 


and  Mary  Dalton,  Health  Policy  and  Services 
Division;  Renie  Hanson,  Child  and  Family  Services 
Division;  and  Mike  Hanshew,  Senior  and  Long-Term 
Care  Division. 

Marcia  added,  "There  were  many  more  volunteers 
who  made  the  1997  Giving  Campaign  a  success  fc 
the  department.    Many  charitable  organizations  wil 
benefit  from  this  effort.    A  heartfelt  thank  you  is 
extended  to  everyone  for  a  job  well  done." 

If  you  have  ideas  on  how  to  make  the  campaign 
even  more  successful  next  year,  or  suggestions 
for  non-profit  organizations  to  be  added  to  the 
campaign,  particularly  those  organizations  in  the 
field,  contact  Steering  Committee  Chair  Mary 
Wright  of  the  Legislative  Services  Division  at 
(406)  444-2771   or    Marcia  Armstrong  at  (406) 
444-2878. 


Public  TV  Shows  Focus 
on  Foster  Care 

At  any  given  time,  nearly  500,000  children 
nationally  are  in  foster  care.    Many  of  these 
children  are  shuffled  within  the  foster  care 
system,  routinely  changing  families,  schools, 
neighborhoods  and  friends. 

"Take  This  Heart",  a  public  television 
documentary,  airs  January  9  at  8:00  p.m. 
on  your  local  PBS  station.    KCTS-TV  of 
Seattle  produced  the  documentary,  which 
was  funded  by  the  Casey  Family  Program 
and  the  Annie  E.  Casey  Foundation.    This 
production  spends  eight  months  with  Tess 
Thomas,  a  state-funded  foster  mother,  and 
the  six  children  in  her  care.    The 
documentary  focuses  on  three  of  the  boys 
in  Thomas'  home  who  struggle  to  make 
sense  of  their  harsh  fates,  each  in  his  own 
way.    Robert,  Jamil  and  Joaquin  have  moved 
from  one  foster  home  to  the  next  and 
eventually  land  in  the  care  of  Thomas. 

While  "Tal<e  Ttiis  Heart"  explores  the 
experiences  of  a  few  children  in  one  Seattle 
foster  home,  it  gives  a  voice  to  a  group  of 
children  too  often  invisible  in  our  society. 
Immediately  following  the  program,  stay  tuned 
for   "Montana  Profiles"  \\os\e6  by  Gene  Brodeur 
of  KUSM-TV  in  Bozeman.    The  one-hour  show 
will    feature  panelists  discussing  the  foster 
care  system  in  Montana  and  will  explore 
issues  that  surround  children  living  in  out-of- 
home  placements.    Don't  miss  this  opportunity 
to  learn  more  about  children  living  in  foster 
care  nationwide  and  in  Montana. 


Congratulations! 


Harry  Xanthopoulos  received  recognition  in  December  for  40  years  of  service  to  state 
government.     Harry  worked  the  entire  40  years  at  Montana  State  Hospital  in  Warm  Springs,  where 
the  Xanthopoulos  Treatment  Center  was  named  in  his  honor 

Michael  Savoie  with  Montana  State  Hospital  in  Warm  Springs  received  recognition  in  December 
for  35  years  of  state  government  service. 

Sophie  Finch  with  Montana  State  Hospital  in  Warm  Springs  received  recognition  in  December  for 
30  years  of  state  government  service. 

The  following  DPHHS  employees  received  recognition  in  December  for  25  years  of  state 
government  service: 

DSD  Great  Falls 

MSH  Warm  Springs 

Eastmont  Glendive 

MSH  Warm  Springs 

MSH  Warm  Springs 

MSH  Warm  Springs 

CFSD  Kalispell 

CFSD  Billings 

The  following  DPHHS  employees  received  recognition  in  September  for  20  years  of  state 
government  service: 


Jean  Devereaux 
John  Haldane 
Janice  Kruger 
Elizabeth  Leary 
Sally  Marthaller 
Kenneth  Schmidt 
Mary  Schuize 
Jean  Zankner 


Yvette  Barnier  CFSD 

Charlotte  Brummer  CFSD 

Marsha  Brunett  CFSD 

Thomas  Gates  MSH 

Billie  Hoimlund  MSH 

Debra  Horton  SLTCD 

Edward  Johnston  MSH 

Madeline  LaValley  DSD 

Pamela  Lund  CSED 

Sonia  Magnuson  MDC 

Roxanna  Musser  CFSD 

Timothy  Schmidt  MDC 

Lucinda  Selensky  MSH 

Mary  Sevores  MSH 

Penny  Mae  Smith  OTD 

Vicki  Speidel  CSED 

Bernadette  Sullivan  MSH 


Missoula 
Chinook 
Livingston 
Warm  Springs 
Warm  Springs 
Helena 

Warm  Springs 
Great  Falls 
Helena 
Boulder 
Bozeman 
Boulder 
Warm  Springs 
Warm  Springs 
Helena 
Billings 
Warm  Springs 


Congratulations  and  thank  you  for  your  faithful  and  devoted  service! 


News  and  information  about  the  programs  and 
people  in  the  DPHHS  are  presented  in  this 
monthly  newsletter.    This  edition  was  produced 
by  a  committee  of  employees  from  various  areas 
of  the  agency.    The  Newsletter  Committee 
welcomes  your  suggestions  and  comments.    Ideas 
may  be  sent  by  regular  mail  or  ZipMailed  to  any 
committee  member. 

DPHHS  attempts  to  provide  reasonable 
accommodations  for  any  known  disability  that 
may  interfere  with  a  person  participating  in  any 
service,  program  or  activity  of  the  department. 
Alternative  accessible  formats  of  this  document 
will  be  provided  upon  request.    For  more  infor- 
mation, call  (406)  444-2596  or  1-800-253-4091. 

HELP  US  CONSERVE  MONEY  AND  TREES.     If 
you  have  Internet  access  and  would  rather 
download  this  newsletter  from  our  web  site 
than  receive  a  paper  copy,  please  call  Donna 
Hansen  at  (406)  444-9772  to  remove  your 
name  from  our  mailing  list. 

The  DPHHS  web  site  can  be  visited  at  http:// 
www.dphhs.mt.gov.    The  newsletter  can  be  found 
in  the  Resource  Room  section. 


Newsletter  Committee  members  are: 


Editor: 

Anastasia  Burton 
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Colleen  Casey 

Bette  Hall 

Anne  McDonough 

Susan  Ramsey 

Patty  Smith 

Distribution 
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Donna  Hansen 
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Valinda  Holmes 
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Peggy  Bronson, 
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TO  REPORT  A  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS  OR  TO 
REQUEST  BEING  ADDED  TO  THE 
NEWSLETTER  MAILING  LIST,  PLEASE 
CONTACT  DONNA  HANSEN,  (406)  444-9772. 


3230  copies  of  this  document  were  published  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $.37  per  copy  The  total  cost  of  $1  195  includes  $853.10  for 
printing  &  $342  for  distribution  Publication  &  mailing  assistance 
was  provided  by  the  employees  of  Helena  Industries.  Inc. 
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